
Regional Transportation Agency of 

Central Maryland

Transportation 101, Session 4

ñConnecting the Regionò

May 17, 2017



Agenda

Introductions

1. Structure of the RTA/Commission

2. Overview of Services provided by the RTA

3. Connectivity 

4. RTA Challenges/New Bus Effort

5. Transit Development Plan (TDP)

6. Marketing/Communications
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CONNECTIVITY 

RTA Services a Suburban Region 

Å 3 main transfer points;  Arundel Mills Mall, Towne Centre at Laurel  

and Columbia Mall

Å Connections to other  regions; Cromwell Light Rail, College Park and 

Greenbelt

Growing/Developing Area

Å Development in Northwest Anne Arundel County, Ft. Meade, NSA. 

Å Downtown Columbia (resident/office needs), high density area

*Transit is challenged when growth supersedes transit changes

*Need to meet current demands



CHALLENGES

Funding/Growth

Å System was created when there were less people / traffic in service 

area.

Å Transit needs were not the same when funding formulas were 

developed.

Suburban area 

Å Inherited (15) legacy routes with 60 minute headways

Å Need sub-transfer points with shorter headways

Fleet

Å 90% of fleet is beyond useful life

Å Not able to make pull out, buses breaking down

Å Increased maintenance costs (13 types of vehicles)

Å Unreliable service results in decreased ridership

Fare Media

Å RTA operates with 2 fare structures

Å Confusing to Riders/Operators

Å Policy change needed
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